
29

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES
The Group continues to focus on environmentally friendly business practices. Many of these initiatives make good business sense in 
that they form part of the Group’s continuing drive to improve efficiencies. 

The Super Park has a number of environmental initiatives which include energy-efficient lighting, solar electricity generation and heating 
and the re-use of wastewater for the Truck Wash. 

CARBON EMISSIONS

Super Group Head Office and Super Park, both have a solar electricity generation installation which continues to achieve significant CO2 
emissions savings. Super Park’s savings are indicated below.

CO2 emissions saved since project inception equates to:

Average 3 months Average per month Average per annum 

2019 93 140 t 31 047 t 372 561 t

2020 259 352 t 86 451 t 1 251 090 t

Equivalent trees planted since project inception equates to:

Average 3 months Average per month Average per annum 

2019 311 104 1 244

2020 1 044 348 4 177

The Group reported a 10.5% decline in its carbon emissions from 390 134 tonnes (2019) to 349 107 tonnes mainly as a result of less 
travelling on the back of the various Covid-19 lockdowns.

The Group continues to ensure that its vehicles are properly maintained and not overloaded. Along with continuous driver training, this 
ensures that carbon emissions from all vehicles meet manufacturers’ specifications. Unfortunately, the Group has no control over the 
Fuel Emission Standards. Currently South African Fuel complies with “Euro-2 Standards” and Europe with “Euro-6 Standards”. 

The Group reported that its carbon emissions were as follows:

CO2 emissions (tonnes) June 2017 June 2018 June 2019 June 2020

Change 
between 2019 

and 2020

Road travel 247 360 276 184 317 177 279 239 (12.0%)
Electricity 61 700 71 969 69 278 67 121 (3.1%)
Fuel (i.e. heating – natural gas) 1 073 1 469 1 474 1 322 (10.3%)
Air travel 1 051 1 297 1 105 562 (49.1%)
Fuel (i.e. generators and forklift trucks) 558 620 580 477 (17.8%)
Water 112 119 343 261 (23.9%)
Hotels 59 82 100 60 (40.0%)
Waste 163 77 77 65 (15.6%)

Total 312 076 351 817 390 134 349 107 (10.5%)

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES



30 ENVIRONMENT, SOCIAL AND GOVERNANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

The Group reported that its consumption was as follows: 

Unit June 2017 June 2018 June 2019 June 2020

Change 
between 2019 

and 2020

Road diesel Litres 77 488 042 91 394 729 106 589 091 102 735 011 (3.6%)
Road petrol Litres 4 085 753 3 473 208 2 390 870 1 838 665 (23.1%)
Road distance km 32 425 786 70 826 996 62 520 021 39 993 399 (36.0%)
Electricity kWh 68 537 516 72 412 054 72 812 003 73 481 755 0.9%
Generator diesel Litres 163 379 181 561 121 850 130 159 6.8%
Fuel – LPG Litres 29 158 80 545 36 777 31 437 (14.5%)
Fuel – natural gas kWh 3 247 784 4 735 415 5 390 854 4 972 916 (7.8%)
Fuel – natural gas Litres 110 060 340 106 029 000 83 569 258 72 433 400 (13.3%)
Fuel – gas oil Litres 39 048 53 853 34 553 28 929 (16.3%)
Air travel distance km 6 491 784 8 493 084 8 211 106 4 123 163 (49.8%)
Hotels # of nights 1 916 1 974 1 638 1 519 (7.3%)
Waste Tonnes 216 218 253 231 (8.6%)
Water withdrawal kl 324 579 346 443 351 564 472 596 34.4%

This data is used to implement programmes to control, mitigate and reduce, where possible, the carbon emissions used by the Group. 
Road travel comprises the most material element of the Group’s carbon footprint and as a result of having no control over Fuel Emission 
Standards, the Group does not believe there is any benefit in setting emission reduction targets. The Group recognises both the 
financial and environmental benefits of ongoing carbon emission reduction and will continue to look for opportunities to reduce its 
carbon footprint.

VEHICLE REPLACEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 

Fleet size Replacement policy Repair policy

SUPPLY CHAIN AFRICA

438 The replacement cycle is 3.5 – 4 years, 
depending on mileage.

Service cycle every 40 000 km. Maintenance 
and checks done weekly.

263 Structured on a three-year 
replacement cycle.

In line with manufacturer specifications and 
guidance. On-site mechanics perform 
maintenance on the fleet daily. External 
contractors and systems are used to monitor 
fuel consumption, tyre regulations and weight 
distribution.

286 Three-year cycle on truck tractors. This 
replacement cycle provides SG Freight with 
fuel-efficient vehicles and the best vehicle 
technology available that includes intelligent 
servicing.

Vehicles serviced by manufacturer. Where 
possible SG Freight implements Performance 
Based System (PBS) vehicles that can carry 
higher payloads with a reduced environmental 
impact, reducing fleet size while maintaining 
customer volumes.

311 On rigids 600 000 km
On trucks and tractors 800 000 km

Vehicles serviced by manufacturer in 
accordance with their guidelines.

126 Replacement cycle – 36 months for 
line-haul vehicles.

Trucks & bakkies – across all three businesses 
we have internal workshops & thus operate 
them for an extended period (6 – 8 years). 
Regular servicing & when relevant engine, gear 
box overhauls, etc.
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Fleet size Replacement policy Repair policy

281 Vehicles are replaced every 6 years/ 
700 000 km and 1 000 000 km on horse 
and trailers, respectively. Similar replacement 
details for fridge units and tail-lifts. Working 
on initiatives including biodiesel trucks and 
refrigeration systems with neutral fuels; solar 
energy supply on trucks for tail-lift operation 
and idling reduction (Dubai); Euro 5 Vehicle 
Test in terms of Carbon Emissions, cost and 
Productivity/TCO (Germany).

Vehicles and accessories are on maintenance 
contracts with the manufacturer and serviced 
within their recommended service schedules.

98 Most of the fl eet replaced after 8 years. The 
20% of the fl eet that is rented from Super 
Rent replaced at 3 years or 150 000 km.

All trucks serviced as per manufacturer 
specifi cations, generally at 10 000 km – 
20 000 km. Trucks over the allowed fuel 
consumption checked.

179 Vehicles replaced when running expenses 
exceed the fl eet benchmark.

Vehicles maintained in line with 
manufacturer guidelines.

1 325 Between 6 and 10 years, or when vehicle 
has travelled a maximum of average 250 000 
km.

Vehicles must be serviced every three months.

77 Truck tractors replaced every 4 years. Rigid 
vehicles replaced when the operation costs 
become economically unviable. Between 
6 – 8 years.

Vehicles under warranty serviced at authorised 
dealers at the intervals prescribed by the 
manufacturer. Vehicles out of warranty serviced 
inhouse every 10 000 km. Daily vehicle checks, 
preventative maintenance and repairs.

279 Replaced when vehicles uneconomical to 
repair. Between 6 – 8 years.

Vehicles maintained in line with manufacturer 
guidelines through internal workshops.

54 Replaced when vehicles uneconomical to 
repair. Between 6 – 8 years.

Vehicles maintained in line with manufacturer 
guidelines through internal workshops.

203 Buses usually replaced after 8 years. Service every 10 000 km with safety checks 
every two weeks.

0 Replacement policy dictated by customers, 
typically 5 years for light and medium 
vehicles and 10 years or more for items like 
fi re engines.

In line with manufacturer specifi cations and 
guidance.

2 Replaced when vehicles uneconomical to 
repair. Between 6 – 8 years.

Vehicles maintained in line with manufacturer 
guidelines through internal workshops.

517 Of the truck fl eet, whose vehicles do at most 
a third of mileage per year than those based 
in South Africa, the fl eet is: 

• under 10 years old (30%);
• between 11 – 15 years (55%); and 
• over 15 years (15%).

99% of the trailers under 8 years.

In line with manufacturer specifi cations and 
guidance.

SUPPLY CHAIN EUROPE

72 Vehicles leased on a lease term of 36 months 
ensuring up-to-date vehicles in terms of 
environmental and safety standards. 
Compensate the CO² emissions of our fl eet 
and invest in climate protection projects.

Only full-service lease contracts. The retailer 
(and the OEM) is responsible for maintenance. 
Additional we use a service to monitor the 
entire fl eet.

FLEET SOLUTIONS

153 692 Replacement policy dictated by customers, 
typically 5 years for light and medium 
vehicles and 10 years or more for items like 
fi re engines.

In line with manufacturer specifi cations and 
guidance.
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ELECTRICITY AND WATER USAGE

In South Africa, the Group has continued significant focus on reduction in the use of electricity. At Super Park only low energy lighting is 
used as well as in most of the Group’s dealerships and other offices. In many locations, first-generation, low-energy lighting has been 
replaced by second generation lighting name LED lights. This initiative has already resulted in a significant reduction in electricity 
consumption. 

Throughout the Group similar initiatives have resulted in significant reduction in electricity usage. The increase in the electricity and water 
usage stems from the acquisition of businesses during the year. 

In a number of property developments completed or in progress, environmentally friendly features have been or will be implemented to 
reduce the use of electricity and water at these sites. These include the use of solar technology, natural light, greywater systems and 
energy-efficient lighting, cooling and heating equipment. The Group Corporate office in Chistlehurston as well as the SG Convenience 
warehouse in Super Park in Isando have been converted to solar energy in the last 18 months.

Electricity usage
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RECYCLING

Throughout the Group the recycling of paper, plastic and glass is encouraged and the necessary recycling bins are found in 
various locations.

The Dealerships Division places significant emphasis on the recycling of used oil and parts, as well as ensuring that the environment 
is not impacted by the run-off of polluted water. 

The Group continues to roll out recycling initiatives to all of its locations and continues to encourage additional recycling initiatives.

Due to Dealerships SA and UK being closed for 40-days and 63-days, respectively as well as reduced activity in the other operations 
during the various Covid-19 lockdowns, the Group reported a 9.1% decline in overall waste tonnes. However, the recycled portion 
increased by a satisfactory 77.6%. The Group reported the following treatment of waste, reflecting that which is recycled versus 
non-recycled:
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